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DETAILED ACTION 

1. Claims 1-30 are pending in this application. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1-30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
lhara et al. (US 6970928), hereinafter "lhara" in view of Vermola et al. (US 
20050090235), hereinafter "Vermola". 

4. As to claim 1 , lhara discloses, a method of operating a communication system 
including a plurality of user terminals and a plurality of storage terminals, each being 
associated with at least one user terminal the method including the steps of: 
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storing encrypted content data on each of said storage terminals (col. 30, lines 5- 

32); 

generating schedule data including decryption key means for enabling decryption 
of the content data by the storage terminal (col. 33, lines 33-40); and 

transmitting the schedule data to the storage terminal via a mobile 
telecommunications network (col. 18, lines 38-48); wherein 

in the storage terminal includes a time indicator, and the schedule data is 
generated such that it controls the time at which the content data is decrypted by the 
storage terminal using the decryption means and with respect to the time indicator of 
the storage terminal such that the decrypted content data can be transmitted to the user 
terminal at said time ( col. 33, lines 41-57). 

Ihara, however, does not explicitly disclose, "decryption by means of key"; 

Vermola, on the other hand, discloses, "decryption by means of key" (Vermola: 
[0005]). 

Both Ihara and Vermola are of the same field of endeavor, they specifically teach 
content distribution method (Ihara: abstract; Vermola: [0008]). 



Application/Control Number: 10/568,551 



Art Unit: 2169 



Page 4 



It would have been obvious to one of the ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
applicant's invention to incorporate the teachings of Vermola into lhara of Content 
distribution method and content supply system, that would have allowed users of lhara 
to have an useful method, to receive broadcast services in a selectable manner 
(Vermola: [0002]). 

5. As to claim 2, lhara as modified discloses, the method of claim 1 , wherein at 
least some of the content data is stored on the storage terminal by transmitting the 
content data over the mobile telecommunications network (lhara: col. 6, line 58-col. 7, 
line 3). 

6. As to claim 3, lhara as modified discloses, the method of claim 2, wherein the 
content data is transmitted to the storage module at a time selected to coincide with a 
time when network use is or is expected to be relatively low (lhara: col. 8, lines 5-24; 
col. 33, lines 41-57). 

7. As to claim 4, lhara as modified discloses, the method of claim 1 , wherein at 
least some of the content data is stored on the storage terminal prior to distribution of 
the storage terminal to the user (lhara: col. 8, lines 5-24). 

8. As to claim 5, lhara as modified discloses, the method of claim 1 , wherein at 
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least some of the content data is stored on the storage terminal by transmitting the 
content data via the Internet (lhara: abstract; col. 1, lines 26-34). 

9. As to claim 6, lhara discloses, a method of controlling access to encrypted 
content data stored on a storage terminal, the method including the steps of: 

transmitting schedule data to the storage terminal via a mobile 
telecommunications network (col. 18, lines 38-48; col. 32, line 55-col. 33, lines 7), the 
schedule data including decryption means for enabling decryption of the content data by 
the storage terminal (col. 33, lines 33-40); and receiving the schedule data at the 
storage terminal (col. 18, lines 38-48); wherein 

the storage terminal includes a time indicator, and the schedule data controls the 
time at which the content data is decrypted by the storage terminal using the decryption 
key means and with respect to the time indicator of the storage terminal such that the 
decrypted content data can be transmitted to a user terminal at said time (col. 33, lines 
41-57). 

lhara, however, does not explicitly disclose, "decryption by means of key"; 

Vermola, on the other hand, discloses, "decryption by means of key" (Vermola: 
[0005]). 
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Both lhara and Vermola are of the same field of endeavor, they specifically teach 
content distribution method (lhara: abstract; Vermola: [0008]). 

It would have been obvious to one of the ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
applicant's invention to incorporate the teachings of Vermola into lhara of Content 
distribution method and content supply system, that would have allowed users of lhara 
to have an useful method, to receive broadcast services in a selectable manner 
(Vermola: [0002]). 

10. As to claim 7, lhara as modified discloses, a method of claim 1, wherein the 
storage terminal and the user terminal comprise a single device (lhara: col. 5, line 47- 
col. 6, line 12). 

11. As to claim 8, lhara as modified discloses, the method of claim 1 , wherein the 
time of transmission is controlled such that the content data is made available to the 
user terminal substantially simultaneously with the transmission of that content data to 
the storage terminal by the mobile telecommunications network (lhara: col. 18, lines 38- 
48; col. 32, line 55-col. 33, lines 7). 

12. As to claim 9, lhara as modified discloses, the method of claim 1 any one of the 
preceding claims, wherein the user of the user terminal can select content data to be 
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transmitted to the storage terminal and for the subsequent transmission to the user 
terminal (lhara: col. 8, lines 13-24). 

13. As to claim 10, lhara as modified discloses, the method of claim 1, wherein the 
user of the user terminal can adjust the time of transmission of content data from the 
storage terminal to the user terminal (lhara: col. 8, lines 5-24; col. 33, lines 41-57). 

14. As to claim 1 1 , lhara as modified discloses, the method of claim 1 , including 
determining the location of the user terminal and transmitting special schedule data 
and/or content data in dependence upon the determined location (lhara: col. 8, lines 13- 
24). 

15. As to claim 12, as modified lhara discloses, the method of claim 1, including 
enabling the user to respond to the content data via the mobile telecommunications 
network (lhara: col. 18, lines 38-48; col. 32, line 55-col. 33, lines 7). 

16. As to claim 13, lhara as modified discloses, the method of claim 1, including 
enabling the user to perform a transaction associated with the content data (lhara: col. 
8, lines 13-24). 



17. As to claim 14, lhara discloses, a communication system including: 
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a plurality of user terminals (col. 40, lines 19-25); 

a plurality of storage terminals, each being associated with at least one user 
terminal means for transmitting encrypted content data to each of said storage terminals 
(col. 30, lines 5-32); 

means for generating schedule data including decryption key means for enabling 
decryption of the content data by the storage terminal (col. 33, lines 33-40); and 

means for transmitting the schedule data to the storage terminal via a mobile 
telecommunications network (col. 18, lines 38-48); wherein 

the storage terminal includes a time indicator, and the schedule data generating 
means generates the schedule data such that it controls the time at which the content 
data is decrypted by the storage terminal using the decryption means and with respect 
to the time indicator of the storage terminal such that the decrypted content data can be 
transmitted to the user terminal at said time (col. 33, lines 41-57). 

Ihara, however, does not explicitly disclose, "decryption by means of key"; 

Vermola, on the other hand, discloses, "decryption by means of key" (Vermola: 
[0005]). 
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Both lhara and Vermola are of the same field of endeavor, they specifically teach 
content distribution method (lhara: abstract; Vermola: [0008]). 

It would have been obvious to one of the ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
applicant's invention to incorporate the teachings of Vermola into lhara of Content 
distribution method and content supply system, that would have allowed users of lhara 
to have an useful method, to receive broadcast services in a selectable manner 
(Vermola: [0002]). 

18. As to claim 15, lhara as modified discloses, the system of claim 14, including 
means for receiving a request for particular content data from a user, and means for 
transmitting that content data to the storage terminal for subsequent transmission to the 
user terminals (lhara: col. 1, lines 26-34). 

19. As to claim 16, lhara as modified discloses, the system of claim 14, including 
means for providing an indication of the location of the storage terminal within the 
network, and means for altering the schedule data for transmission to the storage 
module in dependence upon that location indication (lhara: col. 8, lines 37-46). 

20. As to claim 17, lhara as modified discloses, the system of any one of claims 14, 
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including means for receiving instructions derived from the user terminal in response to 
the content data (lhara: col. 1 , lines 26-34). 

21. As to claim 18, lhara as modified discloses, the system of claims 14, including 
means for enabling a transaction associated with the content data to be performed 
(lhara: col. 8, lines 5-24; col. 33, lines 41-57). 

22. As to claim 19, lhara as modified discloses, the system of claim 14, wherein the 
network is a GSM or UMTS mobile telecommunications network (lhara: col. 8, lines 5- 
24; col. 33, lines 41-57). 

23. As to claim 20, lhara as discloses, a storage terminal for storing encrypted 
content data (col. 30, lines 5-32), the storage terminal including: 

means for receiving schedule data via a mobile telecommunications network, the 
schedule data including decryption key means for enabling decryption of the content 
data by the storage terminal (col. 33, lines 33-40); wherein 

the storage terminal includes a time indicator, and the schedule data controls the 
time at which the content data is decrypted by the storage terminal using the decryption 
means and with respect to the time indicator of the storage terminal such that the 
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decrypted content data can be transmitted to a user terminal at said time (col. 33, lines 
41-57). 

Ihara, however, does not explicitly disclose, "decryption by means of key"; 

Vermola, on the other hand, discloses, "decryption by means of key" (Vermola: 
[0005]). 

Both Ihara and Vermola are of the same field of endeavor, they specifically teach 
content distribution method (Ihara: abstract; Vermola: [0008]). 

It would have been obvious to one of the ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
applicant's invention to incorporate the teachings of Vermola into Ihara of Content 
distribution method and content supply system, that would have allowed users of Ihara 
to have an useful method, to receive broadcast services in a selectable manner 
(Vermola: [0002]). 

24. As to claim 21 , Ihara as modified discloses, the storage terminal of claim 20, 
wherein the receiving means comprises an interface for receiving the schedule data 
from a mobile terminal, which mobile terminal is operable to receive schedule data from 
the mobile telecommunications network (Ihara: col. 6, line 58-col. 7, line 3). 
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25. As to claim 22, lhara as modified discloses, the storage terminal of claim 20, 
wherein the receiving means comprises a transceiver connectable to the mobile 
telecommunications network for receiving schedule data from the mobile 
telecommunications network (lhara: col. 6, line 58-col. 7, line 3). 

26. As to claim 23, lhara as modified discloses, the storage terminal of claim 20, 
including means for receiving content data to be stored over the mobile 
telecommunications network (lhara: col. 6, line 58-col. 7, line 3). 

27. As to claim 24, lhara as modified discloses, the storage terminal of claim 20, 
including means for receiving content data to be stored by means of the Internet (lhara: 
abstract; col. 1, lines 26-34). 

28. As to claim 25, lhara as modified discloses, the storage terminal of claims 20, 
including means for transmitting content data to the user terminal substantially 
simultaneously with transmission of that content data to the storage terminal by the 
mobile telecommunications network (lhara: col. 18, lines 38-48; coL 32, line 55-col. 33, 
lines 7). 

29. As to claim 26, lhara as modified discloses, the storage terminal of claims 20, 
including means for receiving instructions from the user terminal which are indicative of 
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a selection of content data required, and means for transmitting a signal indicative of 
this selection to a content data provider (lhara: col. 8, lines 13-24; col. 10, lines 34-47). 

30. As to claim 27, lhara as modified discloses, the storage terminal of claims 20, 
including means for adjusting the transmission time of content data from the storage 
terminal to the user terminal (lhara: col. 8, lines 5-24; col. 33, lines 41-57). 

31 . As to claim 28, lhara as modified discloses, the storage terminal of 20, including 
means for determining the location of the storage terminal and for varying the content 
data transmitted to the user terminal in dependence upon that location determination 
(lhara: col. 8, lines 13-24). 

32. As to claim 29, lhara as modified discloses, the storage terminal of claims 20, 
including means for transmitting a response to the content data from the user terminal 
via the mobile telecommunications network (lhara: col. 18, lines 38-48; col. 32, line 55- 
col. 33, lines 7). 

33. As to claim 30, lhara as modified discloses, the storage terminal of claim 20, 
including means for enabling a transaction associated with the content data to be 
performed (lhara: col. 8, lines 13-24). 
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Conclusion 

34. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Kelley et al. (US 7239705) teaches Apparatus and method for broadcast service 
transmission and reception. 

Contact Information 

35. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Fazlul Quader whose telephone number is 571-270- 
1905. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8-5 Alternate Fridays off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Mohammad Ali can be reached on 571-272-4105. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Sen/ice Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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